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Narrative stems with pre-school children aged 37—72 months
A Play Based Assessment of Attachment and Exploration

This is a new way of analysing an established procedure and enables you to assess attachment, post traumatic stress, exploration and the development of mentalisation in the child.

Narrative stems are a play based procedure in which the interviewer gives the child the beginning of a story (the stem) and asks him/her to finish it by ‘telling or showing me what happens next’ using a few simple props. Story stems are easy to administer and do not cause any major upset to the child.

This system of analysis draws on Donald Winnicott’s potential space and Patricia Crittenden’s Dynamic Maturational Model of Attachment. So far there is one validation study based on community and abused/looked after children. The procedure is filmed. Interviews take about 30 minutes to do and 2 hours to code.

The training involves a 3 day block taught course followed by weekly practice over about 6 weeks then a further 2 day block.  There follows weekly practice during while you will code 10 stems with e-mail tutorial support. You can then take the reliability test. A manual is supplied as part of the course and each participant is asked to make a DVD of stems with two children which can be used to teach other groups. 

This training is taught and developed by Dr Steve Farnfield who is Senior Lecturer and Convenor of the MSc in Attachment Studies at Roehampton University where he also teaches on the MA in Play Therapy Programme. He is a play therapist and social worker and has a long interest in attachment, PTSD and the well being of children in all manner of settings including adoption and foster care.

Who is it for?  Anyone working with children in this age group. No specific professional qualifications are required. 

Dates 16-18th April and 16-17 May
Where is it being held?  Centre for Emotional Development, Brighton Consulting Rooms, 18a Clermont Road, Brighton, BN1 6SG

Fees  £600 (+VAT) per person to include: all teaching, manual, reliability test; refreshments and lunch

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND BOOKING CONTACT

Julie Sadler - Administrator - 01273 561511
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